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8th Annual 
To Meet In Alabama 


A call for the 8th Annual Convention of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union has just been 
sent out to all locals. Delegates are now being 
elected to attend the session which will be held 
in the Labor Temple in Sheffield, Alabama, be- 
ginning January 7, 1942, and lasting four days. 


_ Members of the Union who are not delegates. 
and friends throughout the country are ex- 


tended an invitation to attend the sessions 
which will be open to the public. Two hundred 
or more delegates are expected this year. 

Tentative plans which have been worked out 
by the Committee on Arrangements call for 
registration of delegates starting at 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, the .7th of January. City and Coun- 
ty officials as well as the officials of the State 
Federation of Labor and the Tri-Cities Central 
Labor Union are to be invited to address the 
opening session. 

Reports of officers will pe given on the first 
day, and the evening will be devoted to special 
entertainments for both white and colored 
delegates. 


An educational program is wlssinedl for the 


~~second day with addresses by government rep- 


resentatives, agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture, etc. A panel discussion on agri- 


cultural programs is planned for the afternoon 


session. 


Election of officers will be held on the third 
day and a panel discussion will follow the 
Program for 1942. The afternoon of the third 
day will be devoted to two conferences: one 
for organizers and another for local secretaries. 

Final reports of committees will be made on 
the 10th and the Convention will adjourn fol- 
lowing the enactment of the colorful ‘“Cere- 
mony of the Land,” which will. be under the 
direction of Howard Kester, who first prepared 
this feature for Annual STFU Conventions and 


_ presented it in 1936. 


’ Every session will open. with prayer for 
divine guidance and there will be mass singing 
of the original union songs developed over the 
years of struggle by the STFU. The next issue 
of The Tenant Farmer will carry more detailed 
news of the 8th Annual Convention. 


Union Office Moved 


‘Downtown 


Members of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union and friends are cordially invited to come 
in and visit the new headquarters at 66 South 
Third Street. 

The offices were moved to the Perkins Build- 
ing on the corner of Union Avenue on Third 
Street near the Peabody Hotel, November 1. 

We are now within a block of the Greyhound, 
Missouri-Pacific, and Tri-State Trailways bus 
stations. 

The post office box has also been changed. 
The address for mail is Box 443, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. The telephone number is 5-6228. 


ROY RALEY 
Organizer of Farmers 


Roy E. Raley, young, active and progressive, 
has directed the successful field organization 


work for the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 


in Alabama. 

Roy Raley is widely known among farm. peo- 
ple all over the southeast. He was born in 
Texas 39 years ago and came to Alabama when 
he was five years old, locating on a farm near 
Hillsboro, Lawrence County, where with his 
parents he sharecropped land owned by others. 

After making a poor living for a number of 
years as a sharecropper, he left the farm for 
public work as a laborer in Muscle Shoals. 
There he worked in his way up, becoming a 
construction foreman and two years ago took 
part in the formation of “A Laborers Union” 
affiliated with the Hod Carriers International. 
In recognition of his business ability, he was 
elected Business Agent for the 2,000 members 
of Local No. 366, who have seen their wages 
raised from a low of 15c per hour to 60c per 
hour as a direct result of organization. 

When the STFU was invited into Alabama 
by the State Federation of Labor, we were 
referred to Roy Raley as the man in the labor 


movement who was closest to the farmers and 


one’ who was widely acquainted throughout the 
Tennessee Valley. He immediately made the 
cause of the STFU his own and was the first 
to join LaGrange Local No. 97 at Hopewell, a 
small farm community. Mr. Raley is married 
and has three children. . 


Farmers To Vote On Crop 
Control December 13th 


Secretary of Agriculture, Claude R. Wickard, 
has just announced that an election would be 


‘held on continuing marketing quotas for the 


1942 cotton crop on December 13. 

All producers who have or have had an 
interest in a crop in 1941 are eligible to vote. 
This includes landowners, tenants and share- 
croppers of all types. 


First Lady Endorses 
Minimum Wages For 
Farm Labor 


Mrs. Roosevelt in a telegram to Senator 
Claude Pepper, Chairman of the U. S. Senate 
Sub-Committee, which held a hearing on the 
Langer bill, October 15, to provide minimum . 
wages for farm labor as a condition of agri- 
cultural benefit payments, added her endorse- 
ment to the plea of representatives of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union for the enact- 
ment of this legislation. 

Representatives of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union appearing in Washington on 
the measure sponsored by the Union were: 
J. R. Butler, President, F. R. Betton, Vice- 
President, H. L, Mitchell, Secretary, J. E. Clay- 
ton of Littig, Texas, A. W. Gwaltney of Ken- 
nett, Missouri, and W. B. Harrison of Leighton, 
Alabama. 

The American Federation of Labor’s legis- 
lative representative appeared the same day. 
on behalf of the measure along with officials — 
of the Department of Labor, Children’s Bu- 
reau, Wages and Hours Administration. Other 
organizations including the Child Labor Com- 
mittee and the Department of Agriculture, 
appeared at later sessions of the Senate Com- 
mittee and presented their views. 

Senator Claude Pepper of Florida, who is 
co-author of the bill to repeal the Poll Tax 
as a requirement for voting in National elec- 
tions, complimented the delegates from the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union on their 
presentation of the need for protection of farm 
labor and pledged nis BUPHOES to work for the 
measure. 

It is expected that the inate Committee on 
Labor and Education will favorably report out 
the bill with minor revisions. Considerable at- 
tention has been aroused as well as opposition 
from organizations and individuals serving the 
interests of the big plantation owners and 
industrialized farmers of the Nation. 


Convention Number: 
Tenant Farmer To 
Run Features 


The December number of “The Tenant Farm- 
er” will be devoted to special feature articles 
on problems which members will face in their 
Annual Convention in Sheffield, Alabama, Jan- 
uary 7th to 10th. s 

The Tenant Farmer will be expanded to 8 or 
12 pages. Several other prominent writers have 
been asked to contribute articles. Among these 


j}are John Steinbeck, author of “The Grapes 


of Wrath,” and Harry Harrison Kroll, author 
of “Cabin in the Cotton.” A feature article will 
be written by Jonathan Daniels, author of 
“A Southerner Discovers the South. & 

For the first time The Tenant Farmer will 
carry a type of advertising in the form of 
greetings to the 8th Annual Convention. Indi- 
viduals, organizations and others may have 
ads inserted for $5.00 and up. 
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Alabama Locals Organize District Council - 


Delegates representing 14 new STFU locals met November 8 at Sheffield to set up 
the first District wide Council of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in the southeast. 
Seated at the table are the officers elected at this meeting, W. G. Harrison, Route 1, 
Leighton, President. Seated to the left of President Harrison is J. B. Campbell, Route 1, 
Killen, Vice-President, and L. C. McKay, Secretary, Route 3, Tuscumbia. 
F. R. Betton, Vice-President, B. H. Reagan, Missouri Organizer, and W. M. Tanner, 
general organizer, attended the meeting and appear in the picture. , 
The first job the new Alabama District Council is undertaking is to assist in arrang- 
ing housing for delegates to the 8th Annual Convention. A Delegate will be elected by 
the STFU District Council and sent to represent the farm people in the Tri-City Central 


Labor Union, A. F. of L. 


The second meeting of this District Council will be held in Sheffield, Saturday, 


November 29th, at 1 p.m. 


Tenant Committee Plans 
Christmas Parties For Kids 


. The Committee to Aid Tenant Children, head- 
ed by Miss Margaret Bicknell, Chairman, and 
Mrs. Ruth Ossoinach, Secretary, in Memphis, is 
now collecting Christmas toys and clothing for 
children of tenant families in isolated com- 
munities. Several tons of clothing, books, etc., 
have already been collected in Memphis and 
are being distributed by the committee through 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union locals. 
Beginning the first of the year when the 
relief need among tenant families will be at its 
height, the committee hopes to extend its work 
to other cities throughout the Nation. In the 
meantime, if readers of The Tenant Farmer, 
\_or members of organizations elsewhere, wish to 
contribute to the Christmas parties for share- 
cropper children, toys and clothing may be 
sent to the “Memphis Committee to Aid Tenant 


Children,” 66 South Third Street, Memphis, 


Tennessee. 


Farm Prices To Be Set High 


Reports from Washington indicate that parity 
prices for farm products are set to or above 
1919-1929 levels. Cotton prices will be set at 
21ic if the recommendations of the Senate Com- 
mittee are enacted into law in the price control 
bill now pending in Congress. 


A Little Sharecropper 
Boy’s Prayer 
O Lord, I’ve ears to hear and eyes to see; 


I’ve pled for freedom till my throat is sore. 
They bind me with a chain and won’t let me go. 


A rope’s about my neck, a chain about my feet; 


There’s a gag in my mouth which won’t ss 
me speak; . 

They burn me, they inch me, they tie me to 
a tree. 

What for? Simply because I’m a little Negro 
boy. 


I’m a little Negro eis vine down here in Hell; 

I want to be fair, I want to do right— 

For the sake of my country, I’m willing to 
fight, 

But I am in prison, held down by bars of steel; 

Will I ever be free as I would like to be? 

Lord, please help me; don’t let them kill me 

Without reason or law 

Simply because I’m a little Negro boy. 


Robert Leé Eckford. 


The above verse was given by Robert Lee at 
a Union meeting in Arkansas a few ' weeks 
ago and a rough copy was sent in to The Ten- 
ant Farmer. As far as we know, it’s.an original 
poem composed by this 14 year son of a good 
Union member.—Hditor. , . 


K Closed Shop On The Farm 


The first union contract on a farm that pro- 
vides for closed shop is reported in the May 
issue of the Farm Journal and Farmers Wife. 

The place is the Seabrook Farms in South 
New Jersey. There are 500 full time year round 
workers employed who are members of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
ers Union of America, A. F. of L., working 
under this contract according to the Farm 
Journal and the rate of pay was set at 37% 
cents per hour for tractor drivers, 40 cents 
per hour for skilled workers in the orchards 
and 35 cents for ordinary labor. 

In addition to the 500 regular union helnbers, 
between 2000 and 2500 more workers are em- 
ployed seasonally in the cultivation and the 
harvesting of vegetable crops. Crops are grown 
on upwards of 20,000 acres of which about 
8,000 is owned directly by the Seabrook family, 
the balance being leased land. 

The migrant workers coming up from the 
South to work on this farm were this year to 
receive 35 cents per hour and became union 
members for the time they were employed, 
paying dues of 25c per week. 

The Seabrook Farms was the scene of activi- 
ties in 1934 of the Industrial Cannery and Agri- 
cultural Union which the Communist Party 
set up as a training ground for future leaders 
of the C.I.O—UCAPAWA. Among the would 
be Communist farm organizers was Donald 
Henderson, then a tutor at Columbia Univer- 
sity in New York City, and now General Presi- 
dent of the CIO Union, claiming jurisdiction 
over all types of agricultural workers from 


‘processors of baby food to grave diggers. 


For The Women 


By MRS. RAMONA WwooD 


The right food builds and repairs your body, 
keeps it in good running order, gives you en- 
ergy for work and play, helps prolong your 
prime of life and is a basis for good health, 
Different foods contain different vitamins, each 
being a substance studied by doctors and found 
necessary for the general welfare of the body. 

Life giving vitamins occur in the plainest of 
foods; foods within the reach of all. A good 
diet at low cost provides milk, vegetables, fruits, 


eggs, lean meat, fish, fowl, bread and cereal. 


_ The chances are if you eat the right amount - 
of the foods listed above, you will never suffer 
from diseases such as pellagra, scurvy, rickets, 
anemia or that tired feeling caused by the lack 
of vitamins in the food you eat. 


The following is a table of portions for a well. 
balanced diet: 


Milk (to drink or in cooked food), 3 or 4 cups 
for a child, 1 pint for a grown-up daily. 
Vegetables and fruits: | 


Potatoes or sweet potatoes—10 or 11 servings 
a week. | 


Dry peas or beans—2 or 3 servings a week. 


Tomatoes and oranges—4 to 6 tablespoons of 
tomato juice er 2 to 4 tablespoons of orange 
juice for each child under four years, daily. 


Turnip greens or other leafy vegetables—9 or 
10 servings a week. 


Eggs—about 4 a week. 


Lean meat, fish or poultry,—6 or 7 small . 
servings a week. 


Cereal—one serving a day if possible. 
Bread—every meal. 
Dessert—one serving a day if ocmsibie. 
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Men Of The Land 


By H. L. MITCHELL, Secretary 
THE STFU GROWS 

During the past month, the Union has made 

progress; new locals are chartered every week; 

3 old locals are getting in 
good standing again. Local 
Six at Shady Grove has 
had about the largest 
growth of any in the 
Union. Last year they had 
less than 50 members while 
today they have 150 all 
paid up and in good stand- 
ing. Other Arkansas locals 
are not far behind. Several 
of the Alabama locals, es- 
tablished in the last few 
months, have large mem- 
berships, numbering close 
to 100 paid up members. 

During the past month, 
the Hod Carriers Locals in 
Sheffield, Alabama, have 
extended financial assistance toward carrying 
on the work of the STFU. 

Vice-President Betton announces that he is 
preparing a chart to be shown at the Conven- 
tion giving the number of locals organized, 
number of new members signed up and show- 
ing just who did the organizing work. 


TOWARD A PROGRAM FOR 1942 


The most important work of the Annual Con- 
vention of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
is the development of a program for the com- 
ing year. This is of much more importance to 
delegates attending a convention than just who 
is elected to an office. Naturally, every delegate 
—will want to see active and progressive men 
elected to every place but the program of the 
Union should be the first consideration of 
delegates. 

Therefore, the rest of this columin is being 
devoted to a discussion of a program for 1942. 
The December number of The Tenant Farmer 
will carry more material of this nature. 


H. L. MITCHELL 


LANDLORD AND TENANT CONTRACTS 


Nearly 400,000 tenant farmer families in the 
southern states are now. farming each year 
under a written leasing agreement according to 
figures supplied by the Farm Security Admin- 
istration. 

A flexible lease contract is in use which 

provides that tenants may remain on the same 
farm three to five years and that they shall be 
paid for any improvements made on the prop- 
erty of the owners. The tenants are in turn 
liable for any damages beyond usual wear and 
tear. This contract also has an escape clause 
that permits either party to be released if there 
is cause for dissatisfaction. 

The Southern Tenant Farmers Union was a 


pioneer in this field. A tenant contract was) 


discussed in the Annual Convention of 1935 and 
was later drafted by attorneys for the Union. 
In May of 1936 a strike of cotton choppers also 
developed into:a movement to secure written 
agreements. A number of contracts were signed 
during and after the strike. 

In November of the. same year, President 
Roosevelt appointed a Farm Tenancy Commis- 
sion. A member of the Executive Council of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union was ap- 
pointed to serve on this commission. Among the 
recommendations that were made to the Presi- 
dent was one for) written contracts between 


landlords and tenants. This was held by the] 


Tenancy Commission to be a primary concern 
of the state governments. However, little or 
nothing has been done along this line by state 
“ government. The only government agency which 
has done anything about written agreements 
between landlords and tenants has been the 
Farm Administration. 


a 


Farm Security Administration rehabilitation 
clients are fortunate in that they do have writ- 
ten agreements, but there are over 2,000,000 


| more tenant families that have no contracts. 


Their “arrangement” each year consists largely 
of what the landlord says it is. 

There are several methods that the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union may use to tackle this 
problem. The first is through organization and 
dealing direct with the individual landlords. 


The Union may also seek to amend the “AAA” | 


by proposing a measure to require written agree- 
ments between landlords and tenants before 
government payments are made under the agri- 
cultural program. It can also utilize whatever 
political power it has to secure enactment of 
state laws requiring al] landlord and tenant 
contracts to be written. 


MINIMUM WAGES FOR FARM LABOR 


This year saw the introduction into Congress 
of the first’'minimum wage legislation for all 
farm labor. The Langer Bill S. 1435 was drafted 
on the basis of a STFU convention resolution 
adopted in 1941. Hearings have been held by a 
Senate Committee but the fight to secure the 
adoption of the law has only begun. The South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union should make a 
strong effort to secure its enactment during 
the coming year. Petition campaign conducted 
by locals and the aid of other organizations, 
labor unions, fraternal orders and even churches 
should -be enlisted in this campaign. Repre- 
sentation in Washington is of utmost impor- 
tance also. 


INCREASING FARM LABORERS WAGES 


The maintenance and increasing wage rates 
for farm labor should be a primary concern of 
officers and members of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union in 1942. Consideration should 
be given first to the increased cost of living 
for farm labor families and secondly to the 


market price of farm products. To raise de- 


mands for higher wages than may be possible 
under existing agricultural conditions is fool- 
hardy. The Union should proceed to raise de- 
mands after wage conferences are held and 
agree upon fair and reasonable wages. The 
right to strike should be used only as a last 
resort. Effective organization among farm la- 


borers will hasten the enactment of federal 


legislation for their benefit. 


HOUSING FOR FARM LABORERS 


The Southern Tenant Farmers Union should 
demand more housing projects for farm labor 
of the type now in use in Southeast Missouri. 
The Farm Security Administration established 
nine projects housing approximately 500 fami- 
lies following the highway demonstration of 
1939 by members of the STFU. The projects 
were proposed by officers of the Union in No- 
vember of that year. The memorandum out- 
lining the projects was followed in almost every 
detail by this agency of government in develop- 


ing plans for housing the evicted farm families. 


These houses rent for about $3.00 per month 
and should be constructed everywhere to house 
farm people who have been and are being evict- 
ed from the land each year and who are now 
forced to live in the crowded slum sections of 
the rural towns and cities of the South. | 

‘As a means of stabilizing farm laborers who 
under present conditions cannot hope to be- 
come independent farm owners. A government 
program should be started to allow the families 
to purchase permanent homes at low rates of 
interest, with a plot of land to raise their own 
food. Monthly payments could be set at rates 
little above the present rentals. 


NOTICE 

Editors are cordially invited to reprint any 
article appearing in this paper. We request 
credit be given “The Tenant Farmer, Memphis, 


Tenn.” on all material used by other oak 
lications. 


LETTERS TO 
‘THE TENANT FARMER 


Florence, Ala., October 20, 1941. 


| THE TENANT FARMER 


Memphis, Tennessee. 
Dear Sirs: 

We, the tenant farmers and farm laborers 
of the South, could start a Land Buying Pro- 
gram by organizing a Land Pool with each 
member of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
paying into the Land Pool $1.00 per year and 
then using the money to buy 20 to 40 acres of 
land for someone drawing a number. After 
the land is bought, then have him sign a con- 
tract to pay one hundred dollars per year to 
the Land Pool for 20 years. 

By doing this, it would make people more 
anxious to join the STFU. Also, théy would 
show more interest in the Union. The more. 
members we got, the more money there would 
be in the Land Pool. I would like to hear from 
others on this subject; also constructive criti- 
cism is welcome. 

Yours fraternally, 
R. E. PARIS. 


Leighton, Ala., Oct. 25, 1941. 


‘Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that I am entiek pleased 
as concerns our meeting which convened last 
night here. As a result of this: meeting, we 
were successful in organizing a local of ten 


charter members—I believe that is the number. 


May I say, too, that F. R. Betton, Vice- 
President, really delivered the goods. As to a 
lecture, it was one of the best I ever heard and 
in true keeping with the highest standard of 
excellency in every way. 

W. M. Tanner, too, was on the job and did 
a fine part in the work of organizing. 

A truck load of men and their wives were 
over from Spruce Pine, Alabama,. about a 35 
mile trip, to our meeting here. I understand 
they organized some time ago. 

The handbills arrived too late to use. How- 
ever, thanks anyway, as they can be used later. 

Assuring you of my good wishes and full 
cooperation at all times, I am, — 

Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES P. DYE. 
* *+ * & 
Dear Sir: 

I am sure that we are ‘going to have some 
real live Union spirit here amongst the boys. 
That is, if we can just keep things from get- 
ting out of control. Some of the landowners 
here tell their colored farmers not to join the 
Farmers Union but to join the Farm Bureau, | 
and I mean they are really against us. Small 
farmers cannot even hold their meetings out 
in their schools and churches. 

I wish we could have a legal contest on 
“Why is it that the Farm Bureau can func- 
tion and not be molested and the. Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union cannot operate here?” 

Please write to me along these lines. 

Very truly, 
Sec. Local pre: 92, Louisiana. 


Dear Sir: | 

Just a word to all. I want to let you know 
that we have progressed rapidly here in Ala- 
bama. We organized 14 locals with membership 
ranging from twelve to one hundred in each 
local. Approximately 500 paid up members 
belong. 

I receive calls from points every day to come 
and organize. I hope this news will encourage 
all to press forward. 

W. M. TANNER, 
General Organizer. 


The Tenant Farmer recently received a large 
pumpkin from Gus McKay, a member of the 
St. Francis Colony local. 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
Building The Union 


A large number of our members who are 
sharecroppers will be asked to take a 40-60 crop 
contract for 1942. 

We strongly urge against this for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

The cotton acreage in 1942 will probably be 


- cut down from what it was in 1941 which will 


give you a smaller income unless the price 
should be much higher, which is extremely 
doubtful. 

The Department of Agriculture will probably 
set parity prices on almost all other farm prod- 
ucts. These prices will be based on the 1919- 
1929 prices which means that farmers will be 
able to make money on other things besides 
cotton. | 

It is just as important for sharecroppers to 
receive the benefits of war prices and thereby 
make some money for themselves as it is for 
the landowners. If you do not stand firm and 
demand your rights, the landowner will get all 
the benefits and you will get nothing. 

Prices for farm labor will be as good or even 

better next year than they are now so that if 
you fail to get a crop you can still live as well 
as you have been living. The Defense Program 
will demand a lot of labor so that some of you 
can find jobs off the farms. 
' If you refuse to work land for less than the 
customary 50% of the crop, the landowner will 
be compelled to give you that or else farm all 
the land himself by day labor. The more labor 
the landowner needs, the easier it will be to get 
decent prices for our work. 

Renters may also be asked to make crops for 
less than the customary third and fourth. Don’t 
accept any such contracts. When this war boom 
is over, the man who has made and saved some 
money will be in much better condition than 
the one that is broke. 

All locals and county councils should take 
note of this situation and prepare to act in 
unison throughout the communities affected. 
Small locals should put forth every effort to 
get their neighbors to join the Union and 
stand solidly with them against any increase 
in rents. 


It is not too early to begin thinking about the 
Convention that is to be held in January. A 
careful selection of delegates and a full dis- 
cussion by the membership as to what the local 
wants done in the Convention will help to make 
the Union stronger and better next year. You 


should, by all means, tell’ your delegates what | j 


you want done in the Convention, what changes 
you want made in the Constitution and who you 
want elected to office. 

It is just as important for you to tell your 
delegates what you do not want changed as it 
is to tell them what you do want changed and 
it is highly important for you to elect delegates 
who will not be stampeded into voting for 
something or somebody that you do not want. 

County Councils are entitled to two delegates 
and these delegates should be selected with the 
same care and good sense that local delegates 
are. They should be instructed by the County 
Council in so far as possible what and what 
not, who and who not to vote for. 

Delegates should be held to very strict ac- 
count by all locals and County Councils for 


HOWARD KESTER 
“A Friend of the Soil" 


Renewed interest in the problems of rural 
people by various church organizations is re- 
ported by “Information Service,” issued by the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica. Information Service devotes its issue of 
November 1 to discussion and a report of “The 
Church and Farm Ownership Program.” 

Among the important contributions to this 
work is that being made by the Fellowship of 


| Southern Churchmen, an organization of out- 


standing southern ministers which has estab- 
lished the “Friends of the Soil” as a distinctly 
religious movement whose purpose is stated 
by the founders as follows: | 

“To lead men to regard the earth as holy and 
man as the steward of the Eternal; to assist 
the rural church to minister to the total life 
of the rural community; to work for the 
reclamation of the soil and other natural re- 
sources; to seek by word and action to restore 
man to his divine earth-right to the end that 
justice may be established on the land and a 
richer, fuller, and more abundant life may be 
the lot of all.” 

Howard Kester, STFU leader, is Secretary 
of the Fellowship of Southern Churchmen, and 
is at present devoting much of his time to the 
“Friends of the Soil” movement. _ 


faithful representation. Delegates go to the 
Convention as your representatives and you 
should insist that they do represent you and 
your wishes and not that they vote as they 
themselves feel. 

You should begin now to make preparation to 
pay the expenses of your delegates. Rising 
prices, federal taxes and the fact that the Gofi-} 
vention is to last four days instead ‘three 
all mean that you must raise more money to 
meet the expenses of your delegates. ’ 


Fraternally, 
J. R. BUTLER 


Farm Bureau Officers 


Ordered Ott 
‘AAA State Committees’ 


A letter, signed by Mr. Ralph Olmstead, one 
of the assistants to the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, and addressed to the President of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau, according to reports, has 
definitely settled one question as to the activi- 
ties of officers of this organization of big 
landlords. 

Farm Bureau officials who have been holding 
down jobs on the State committees of the 
Agricultural. Adjustment Administration have | 
been given a limited time in which to get off 
the government payroll or to cease their activi- | 
ties as agents of the Bureau. 

The letter from the Secretary of Agriculture’s 
office states, “Memorandum No. 893 is inter- 
preted to mean that members of the State 
AAA Committees and other federal employees 
may not act as National, State or County 
president, vice-president, director, secretary, 
treasurer, organizer or business agent of any 
general farm organization.” The memorandum, 
according to this letter, does not apply to 
community or county committeemen as they 
are not considered federal employees. 


Thus the Department of Agriculture makes 
clear its position on one factor involved in its 
conflict with this organization devoted to pro- 
moting the interests of industrial farm opera- 
tion. So far they have hesitated to crack down. | 
on the real source of this menace to American 
agriculture which is located in the office of 


‘the County Agent. With few exceptions, those 


men are dominated by the largest landlords. 
in their county and they are responsible for 
the inflated membership figures of the Na- 
tional Farm Bureau Federation. Controlling 
as they do in most cases the “AAA” subsidy. 
checks, they. are in a position to force an 
unlimited number of low income farm people 
to pay dues directly into the coffers of the 
Farm Bureau, an organization which in no 
sense represents their interests. - 


Labor organizations are often criticized for 
utilizing a “check off” of dues after it has 
been fairly entered into by an agreement 
between the members and the employers of 
Labor. However, the “check-off” artists of the 
Farm Bureau get theirs directly from money 
paid out of the United States treasury to . 
farmers for participating | in the crop control 
program, 

A prominent Mississippi plantation owner, 


talking off the record, is reported to have said, . 


“Oh! Yes, we have a farm organization in 
Mississippi of 18,000 black and white share- 


eroppers who don’t count and 2,000 planters 
who do.” 


a, a current membership drive is 
underway; >) organizations set up by the 
Southern Teh: Farmers in that state are 
Hoi done tor the use of public buildings but are 

ised if théy will join the Farm 
meetings may be held. 
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